Synthetic Substances Subject to Review and
Recommendation by the National Organic
Standards Board When Such Substances
Are Used as Ingredients in Processed

Food Products

Accredited certifying agents, food processors, and food manufacturers have contacted the
National Organic Program (NOP) regarding under what conditions synthetic substances used as
ingredients in processed food products are subject to review and recommendation by the
National Organic Standards Board (NOSB).

7 CFR 205.2 defines ingredient as “any substance used in the preparation of an agricultural
product that is “still present” (quotations added) in the final commercial product as consumed.”
This definition arose from an April 25, 1995, NOSB recommendation on good manufacturing
practices in certified organic handling operations.

The NOP defines “still present” as those ingredients regulated by the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) as food additives permitted for direct addition to food for human
consumption under:

1. 21 CFR Part 172, Food additives permitted for direct addition to food for human
consumption.

2. 21 CFR Part 173, Secondary direct food additives permitted in food for human
consumption: Except, That, substances classified by the FDA as food contact substances are not
subject to this definition.

3. 21 CFR Part 180, Food additives permitted in food or in contact with food on an interim
basis pending additional study: Except, That, substances classified by the FDA as food contact
substances are not subject to this definition.

4. 21 CFR Part 181, Prior-sanctioned food ingredients: Except, That, substances classified
by the FDA as food contact substances are not subject to this definition.

5. 21 CFR Part 182, Substances generally recognized as safe.
6. 21 CFR Part 184, Direct food substances affirmed as generally recognized as safe.

The NOP also defines “still present” as those materials approved by the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) as being acceptable for use by proprietors in the production of
alcohol beverages under:

1. 27 CFR Part 24, Section 24.246, Materials authorized for the treatment of wine and juice:
Except, That, substances classified by the FDA as food contact substances are not subject to
this definition.

2. 27 CFR Part 24, Section 24.247, Materials authorized for the treatment of distilling
material: Except, That, substances classified by the FDA as food contact substances are not
subject to this definition.

3. The Brewers Adjunct Reference Manual: Except, That, substances classified by the FDA
as food contact substances are not subject to this definition.



Accordingly, substances listed in 21 CFR Parts 172, 173, 180, 181, 182, and 184; 27 CFR Part
24; and the Brewers Adjunct Reference Manual, except those substances classified by the FDA
as food contact substances, must be on the National List of Allowed and Prohibited Substances
to be used in the production of an “organic” or “made with organic (specified ingredients or food
group(s))” processed product.

Handlers must include in their organic systems plan a list of all synthetic substances to be used in
the production of processed products. Each synthetic substance must be identified as an
ingredient or a contact substance. Any substance identified as a contact substance must be
accompanied by documentation that substantiates the claim.
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